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• Funding programmes created by the European Union/European Commission to
support and foster research and innovation

• Began in 1984 and each last for 7 years and align to the EU’s Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF)

Horizon 2020
• The previous Framework Programme (FP). It began in 2014 and had its last call for

proposals in 2020. Total budget for Horizon 2020 was ~ €80bn
Horizon Europe
• The 9th FP and successor to Horizon 2020 will run from 2021 to 2027
• €95.5bn total budget - Work Programmes are now published

European Framework Programmes

The UK has agreed to Associate to Horizon Europe

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe_en


UK ‘Association’ means continued UK participation
The UK has agreed to Associate to Horizon Europe

3
There will be no role for UK Government or UKRI in the 
application or grant management process

•UK entities will have equivalent participation rights to those from Member States

•UK entities can lead projects as coordinators

•UK has continued access to Horizon Europe research and innovation funding, infrastructure and markets

•Able to access funding from all parts of the Programme including the ERC (European Research Council), MSCA (Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions), Partnerships, the EIT (European Institute of Innovation and Technology), the direct actions of the JRC (Joint Research Centre). 
The UK will be an associate to the COST programme and to EURATOM and ITER. Can access the majority of the EIC (European 
Innovation Council) the except the EIC Accelerator equity fund

•Work programme level exclusions only in exceptional and justifiable cases (e.g., some Defence & Security)

•Participation and influence on programme governance structures (e.g. programme committees)

•UK experts can continue to take part in peer review (register as an expert here)

•The ‘Associated Countries’ concept is not new - Horizon 2020 had 16 Associated Countries including Israel, Switzerland, Norway and Turkey

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/experts/expert-registration_en.htm


Why 
participate?

High funding rate: up 
to 100% of eligible 

costs

The only guaranteed 
and predictable 

funding for certain 
sectors

No artificial 
constraints 

(consortium size, 
budget allocation to 
non-industrials...)

Access to cutting 
edge technologies, 

infrastructure & 
talent

Increased visibility at 
EU & global level

Build domestic and 
international 

partners/customers

Solving global grand 
challenges through 
collaborative R&D

Influence standards, 
regulations and 

research policies

Creating UK jobs, 
growth and stronger 

supply chains



International: UK association to Horizon Europe

• A €100B+ R&I programme - lots of opportunities!
• It is about large-scale collaborative research and innovation projects

• Excellent ideas – focus on progressing state of the art
• Working with European partners – collaborative 
• Tackling global challenges – big themes of climate change and digitalisation

• From concept to qualified systems (TRL 2 to 8)



• €95.5bn total funding agreed for 2021-2027
• NB budget figures exclude UK and other Associate Country contributions
• Others likely to associate include Switzerland, Norway & Israel
• Canada, Japan, Australia etc. Interested status (TBC)

Horizon Europe structure



• Excellence
• Impact
• Quality and Efficiency of implementation

Award Criteria

• RIA – Research and Innovation Actions – up to 100% funding rate
• IA – Innovation Actions – up to 70% funding rate (except non-profit where 100% applies)
• CSA – Coordination and Support Actions – up to 100% funding rate

Main Types of 
Actions

• Eligibility: Must be a consortium of minimum 3 independent legal entities, each established in a different EU
Member State (MS) or Associated countries, with at least 1 established in a MS

• UK will be an Associated Country in Horizon Europe programme and UK entities are eligible for funding

General information



Research and innovation actions (RIA)
• Activities aiming primarily to establish new knowledge or to explore the feasibility of a new or improved technology, 

product, process, service or solution. 
• May include basic and applied research, technology development and integration, testing, demonstration and validation 

on a small-scale prototype in a laboratory or simulated environment.

Innovation actions (IA)
• Activities directly aimed at producing plans and arrangements or designs for new, altered or improved products, 

processes or services
• Possibly including prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product validation and market replication.

Coordination and support actions (CSA)
• Activities contributing to the objectives of the Horizon Europe Programme, excluding R&I activities (with some exceptions 

– see the General Annexes to the Work Programme)

• Pre-commercial procurement actions (PCP)
• Public procurement of innovative solutions actions (PPI)

• RIA – Research and Innovation Actions – up to 100% funding rate. Page limit usually 45 pages
• IA – Innovation Actions – up to 70% funding rate (except non-profit, 100% applies). Page limit usually 45 pages
• CSA – Coordination and Support Actions – up to 100% funding rate. Page limit usually 30 pages

Main Types 
of Project

Project Types



Size of the prize – Horizon 2020 UK stats

(EU average 11.91%)



Overview of Microbiome related topics in Cluster 6 – September/October 2021 deadline

Cluster Reference (please click for 
call topic description in the 
Workprogramme)

Title Type of 
Action

Total Budget 
(Euros)

No projects/ 
(Euros)

EC video info day link to call topic

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-BIODIV-
01-01

European participation in global biodiversity 
genomics endeavours aimed at identifying 
all biodiversity on Earth

RIA 20m 1-20 
projects 10-
20m

https://youtu.be/QUsPjpUS-3A?t=1048

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-BIODIV-
01-11

What else is out there? Exploring the 
connection between biodiversity, 
ecosystems services, pandemics and 
epidemic risk

RIA 12m 2 x 6m https://youtu.be/QUsPjpUS-3A?t=7065

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
FARM2FORK-01-04

Tackling outbreaks of plant pests RIA 14m in total 2 x7m https://youtu.be/Y5MDi9sZqig?t=2173

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
FARM2FORK-01-06

Vaccines and diagnostics for priority animal 
diseases

IA 12m in total 2 x 6m https://youtu.be/Y5MDi9sZqig?t=2650

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
FARM2FORK-01-12

Filling knowledge gaps on the nutritional, 
safety, allergenicity and environmental 
assessment of alternative proteins and 
dietary shift

RIA 11m 1x11m https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=795

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
FARM2FORK-01-14

Microbes for healthy and sustainable food 
and diets

RIA 12m 1 x 12m https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=1185

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
FARM2FORK-01-16

Identification, assessment and management 
of existing and emerging food safety issues

RIA 12m 2 x 6m https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=2762

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
FARM2FORK-01-18

One Health approach for Food Nutrition 
Security and Sustainable Agriculture 
(FNSSA)

RIA 18m 3 x 6m https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=3492

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
FARM2FORK-01-19

EU-China international cooperation on 
integrated pest management in agriculture

RIA 6m 1 x 6m https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=3767

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-biodiv-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=CL6-2021-BIODIV-01-01;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/QUsPjpUS-3A?t=1048
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-biodiv-01-11;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=CL6-2021-BIODIV-01-11;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/QUsPjpUS-3A?t=7065
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-farm2fork-01-04;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-04;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/Y5MDi9sZqig?t=2173
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-farm2fork-01-06;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-06;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-farm2fork-01-12;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-12;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=795
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-farm2fork-01-14;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-14;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-farm2fork-01-16;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-16;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-farm2fork-01-18;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-18;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=3492
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-farm2fork-01-19;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-19%20;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/OVxpPcOgysU?t=3767


Overview of Microbiome related topics in Cluster 1 and 6 – September/October 2021 
deadlineCluster Reference (please click for 

call topic description in the 
Workprogramme)

Title Type of 
Action

Total Budget 
(Euros)

No projects/ (Euros) EC video info day link to call topic

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
CIRCBIO-01-05

Novel, non-plant biomass 
feedstocks for industrial 
applications

IA 12m 2 x 6m https://youtu.be/0qo1urr9fWE?t=3738

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
CIRCBIO-01-07

Microbiomes for bio-based 
innovation and environmental 
applications

IA 6m 1 x 6m https://youtu.be/0qo1urr9fWE?t=4890

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
ZEROPOLLUTION-01-02

Optimisation of nutrient budget in 
agriculture

RIA 7m 1 x 7m https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=1224

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
ZEROPOLLUTION-01-05

Environmental sustainability 
criteria for biological resources 
production and trade in bio-based 
systems: impacts and trade-offs

IA 6m 1 x.6m https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=2678

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
ZEROPOLLUTION-01-08

New genomic techniques (NGT): 
understanding benefits and risks –
focus on bio-based innovation

IA 5m 1 x 5m https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=4390

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
ZEROPOLLUTION-01-10

Environmental services: improved 
bioremediation and revitalization 
strategies for soil, sediments and 
water

RIA 11m 2 x 6m https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=5327

6 HORIZON-CL6-2021-
CLIMATE-01-06

Resilient livestock farming systems 
under climate change

RIA 12m 1 x 12m https://youtu.be/Dro5il7jBoU?t=3580

HEALTH

1 HORIZON-HLTH-2021-
ENVHLTH-02-02

indoor air quality and Health RIA 40m 5 x 8m https://youtu.be/Fg-H03pt-T4?t=516

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-circbio-01-05;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-CIRCBIO-01-05;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/0qo1urr9fWE?t=3738
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-circbio-01-07;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-CIRCBIO-01-07;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/0qo1urr9fWE?t=4890
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-zeropollution-01-02;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=Optimisation%20of%20nutrient%20budget%20in%20agriculture;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=1224
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-zeropollution-01-05;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-05;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=2678
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-zeropollution-01-08;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-08;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=4390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-zeropollution-01-10;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2021-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-10;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://youtu.be/UVhTAMXt0cc?t=5327
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-climate-01-06
https://youtu.be/Dro5il7jBoU?t=3580
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-hlth-2021-envhlth-02-02;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-HLTH-2021-ENVHLTH-02-02;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Next steps and support

Jo Frost
NCP Health (Industry)

Innovate UK
NCP-

Health@innovateuk.ukri.org

Katie Dingley 
NCP Health 
(Academia)

MRC
ncp@mrc.ukri.org

Jane Watkins 
European 

Programmes
Manager

Jane.Watkins@ktn-uk.org

UK National Contact Points – Support (Innovate UK and Medical Research Council (MRC)

Gabriela Juarez Martinez Health 
(Pharma/MedTech)

gabriela.juarezmartinez@ktn-
uk.org

Pedro Carvalho
Plants & Crops AgriFood

pedro.carvalho@ktn-uk.org

Helen Sweeney
NCP Agrifood

Helen.Sweeney@innovateuk
.ukri.org


