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Aims of this briefing:

§ To bring the scope and guidance to life, so you fully understand the 
competition and the relevant rules and processes for applying for and 
undertaking a project

§ To give you the opportunity to think of questions on competition scope and 
how to apply, and get appropriate guidance from support@iuk.ukri.org

§ To highlight where you can find help at Innovate UK KTN, including 
networking opportunities and application advice

mailto:support@iuk.ukri.org


PEMD Scale-up competition

Strand 1: adopting manufacturing best practice

Strand 2: manufacturing process development

Applicant briefing



Introduction to 
Innovate UK and 
UKRI



We work with the government 
to invest over £7 billion a year 
in research and innovation by 
partnering with academia and 
industry to make the impossible, 
possible. Through the UK’s nine 
leading academic and industrial 
funding councils, we create 
knowledge with impact.



Innovate UK
§ We are the UK’s innovation agency
§ We support business-led innovation in all 

sectors, technologies and UK regions
§ A key delivery body of the Government’s 

Innovation Strategy

Our Mission
To help UK businesses grow through the 
development and commercialisation of 
new products, processes, and services, 
supported by an outstanding innovation 
ecosystem that is agile, inclusive, and 
easy to navigate.



UK ranks 4th in Global Innovation Index

§ Innovation accounts for up to 
50% of labour productivity 
growth

§ Firms that persistently invest 
in R&D have higher 
productivity

§ Innovating companies are 
more likely to export and 
generate growth
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PEMD Scale-up: 
Strand 1: adopting manufacturing best practice
Strand 2: manufacturing process development

Competition briefing
Mark Urbanowski: Innovation Lead
Mark.Urbanowski@iuk.ukri.org
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Challenge update
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Contains details of all Driving the Electric 
Revolution funded projects and partners 
from across the UK PEMD community

§ Over 60 funded projects across CR&D and 
skills initiatives

§ Over 100 funded project partners
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Competition aims and scope
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<+=!'2-4,* >061'-/36*(#(#/%'/$*"$#*7

• Drivers such as climate change, supply chain resilience and the cost of 
energy mean that there is a growing need to invest in UK manufacturing, 
particularly across the Power Electronics Machines and Drives (PEMD) 
value chain. 

• Innovate UK’s Driving the Electric Revolution, part of UK Research and 
Innovation, will invest up to £5 million in projects that enable the 
scale-up of PEMD manufacturing to develop a resilient, cross-sectoral, 
UK supply chain for these enabling technologies critical for net zero.
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<+=!'2-4,* >061'-/36*(#(#/%'4#38

For our previous competitions we said: 
• !"#$%&'(#&)*+#&,(-&.+/01&2#$%&*()&,(-&.+/0&2#3

For this competition:
• !"#$%&'(#&*()&,(-&.+/0&2#1&2#$%&*()&,(-&40#&50##06&+#&.+/2'4&2#3
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19

!"#$#%&'()*'+,*-("#-'.*$/,0(#/%1'-)4,,*%&*'6/"(?/,#/

• We will be funding a portfolio of projects across both strands that will be 
exploitable across multiple areas of the PEMD supply chain. 

• These include markets, locations, strands, themes, technologies and 
technology maturities. 

• We call this a portfolio approach. 

The Challenge Director reserves the right to make sure that the portfolio of 
successful projects, across all Driving the Electric Revolution programmes, 
will have the greatest positive impact to the UK’s PEMD supply chain.
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PEMD Scale-up: Strand 1
!"#$%&'()*+',-+.%,/&'()012%)$/+.%&.1
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2("4%:'@1'8-/6*'A'4#38
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• ?"0)0&"0#",+#.(0)"&')$&."'#)**&"0#$.#$%,#<=D'#>?@A#'277-6#3%)&"

E.#&;7(.5,#;)"21)3$2(&"0F
• $&7&0#1#)2
• 73*.,$)#8#)2
• /++#$#/-$2
• I,&1#)2
• /-8#3*-'/-)&16%(*$#/)&1%&-.%5*8/3-&-$/%7/3+*3'&-$/%
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2("4%:'@1'34%0?4-(0"#%&'6"/-*88*8

Elements of the manufacturing supply chain in scope include:
• ;)$,(&)-'#7(.3,''&"0
• '24 93.;7.","$#)"*#3.;7.","$#;)"21)3$2(&"0
• '24 9'6'$,;#&"$,0()$&."#)"*#)'',;4-6
• 1&")-#)'',;4-6#.1#>?@A#'7,3&1&3#;.*2-,'
• (,;)"21)3$2(&"0
• ,"*#.1#-&1,#*&')'',;4-6#)"*#(,363-&"0

E%&'#-&'$#&'#".$#&"$,"*,*#$.#4,#,C%)2'$&5,B#G$%,(#;)"21)3$2(&"0#7(.3,''#&"".5)$&."'#;)6#
4,#&"#'3.7,
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2("4%:'@1'6"/B*-(8'C*%*?#(8'4%:'#364-(

!"#$%&'()!"#$ *%)+*,%)'#)-%.#/('"+'%)'0+'1
• the innovation is new to and will positively impact the PEMD supply 

chain 
• there are potential cost and energy savings, productivity and quality 

benefits to their business
• they will have a positive impact on the environmental, societal and 

governance (ESG) performance of the PEMD supply chain
• they are exploitable through future activities 
• there is the potential to deliver a return on investment should the 

project be successful
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2("4%:'@1'#:*48'/%'7)4('7*;"*',//D#%&'?/"

Where innovations for the PEMD manufacturing industry !"#$%come 
from:
• H*8)3,"$#;)"21)3$2(&"0#',3$.('#

• !"#$%#&'()*&#+#,-./00-
• 10,2(%'$.'+'&)$0,*&2.#,-.-*3*)#+.)'&",0+03*'2
• 4#))'$*'2
• !$'&*2*0,.)00+*,3
• 567%0)0$280$)
• !$*,)*,3

• I2)-&$6#)''2()"3,#7(.3,'','#1(.;
• 9'$028#&'
• :(&+'#$.80;'$
• <8#&'

E%&'#-&'$#&'#".$#&"$,"*,*#$.#4,#,C%)2'$&5,B#H--#;)"21)3$2(&"0#&"*2'$(&,'#)(,#&"#'3.7,
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2("4%:'@1'#:*48'/%'7)4('7*;"*',//D#%&'?/"1

J%)$#&"".5)$&."'#!"#$%4,#4(.20%$#&"F
• E-.,()3#&1%<#5#)&1%F/$"-*1*5#/(%JE<F(K
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• @*!%/-/352%73*$/((/(%
! :!#*"$!'1(;"4&*11$)+(8$)&'3/$)+(&4;;*",(1#**',(!'3-$)$3-,(<!"*(=!"#.(='*-*)#1(8<==19,(&4-;41$#*19(

F"#(%1#()%#(%-*)%#-)/-./.%)*%0/%/A"&,()#8/

• ;,()%0/%-/!%'&-,+&$),3#-5%#--*8&)#*-%+*3%)"/%9:;<%#-.,()32

• L*)%&+3&#.%)*%+&#1%+&()%B)"/%+,-.#-5%#(%)*%"/17%./H3#(4%&-.%&$$/1/3&)/%#--*8&)#*-

• L/!%$*11&0*3&)#*-(%&$3*((%)"/%8&1,/%$"&#-%&-.%(,7712%$"&#-
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2("4%:'@1'6"/B*-('8#E*'4%:':0"4(#/%

Project size: Total grant claim between £50,000 and £400,000
7'(&82.2#&('&#(#+8&96(:0;#&;(%#%<

Duration: 6 to 12 months

Start date: Projects must aim to start by 1 May 2023

If you are thinking about submitting a project outside of these cost ranges, 
please contact us at least 10 days before the closing date –
support@iuk.ukri.org
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2("4%:'@1'*,#&#C#,#(5

• >(.8,3$'#;2'$#4,#-,*#46#)#<=9(,0&'$,(,*#42'&",''
• !"#$%&'!"()!*(%"$+!"$,-$!$.!&*"-&

• H--#7(.8,3$'#;2'$#4,#3.--)4.()$&5,

• K2'&",''#3)"#4,#&"5.-5,*#&"#27#$.#$%(,,#)77-&3)$&."'#)3(.''#4.$%#'$()"*'
• 1/&.#-5%*-%&%'&A#','%*+%*-/%7/3%()3&-.

• J,#)(,#."-6#12"*&"0#1,)'&4&-&$6#'$2*6#7(.8,3$'#2'&"0#'$)"*)(*#12"*&"0#()$,'#

• J,#)(,#12"*&"0#-.+,(#;)$2(&$6#7(.8,3$'#.(#1,)'&4&-&$6#'$2*&,'#&"#$%&'#'$()"*

• >(.8,3$'#;2'$#*,;."'$()$,#0..*#5)-2,#1.(#;.",6#)"*#7.''&4-,#(,$2("#."#&"5,'$;,"$
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PEMD Scale-up: Strand 2
3+',-+.%,/&'()$/#.122)"1415#$*1'%



30

2("4%:'F1'8-/6*'A'4#38

!"#$%&'#'$()"*#+,#)(,#-../&"0#$.#12"*#3.--)4.()$&5,:#&"".5)$&5,#7(.8,3$'#$%)$#7.'&$&5,-6#
&;7)3$#;)"21)3$2(&"0#3.'$:#3)7)4&-&$6#)"*#,11&3&,"36#$.#0(.+#(,'&-&,"$#;)"21)3$2(&"0#
'277-6#3%)&"'#1.(#<=#>?@AB

• L3)-,927#)"*#&"*2'$(&)-&',#;)"21)3$2(&"0#7(.3,'','#)3(.''#$%,#>?@A#&"*2'$(6

• M&--#/,6#0)7'#&"#$%,#<=D'#>?@A#'277-6#3%)&"

E.#&;7(.5,#;)"21)3$2(&"0F
• $&7&0#1#)2
• 73*.,$)#8#)2
• /++#$#/-$2
• I,&1#)2
• /-8#3*-'/-)&16%(*$#/)&1%&-.%5*8/3-&-$/%7/3+*3'&-$/%
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2("4%:'F1'34%0?4-(0"#%&'6"/-*88*8

Elements of the manufacturing supply chain in scope include:
• ;)$,(&)-'#7(.3,''&"0
• '24 93.;7.","$#)"*#3.;7.","$#;)"21)3$2(&"0
• '24 9'6'$,;#&"$,0()$&."#)"*#)'',;4-6
• 1&")-#)'',;4-6#.1#>?@A#'7,3&1&3#;.*2-,'
• (,;)"21)3$2(&"0
• ,"*#.1#-&1,#*&')'',;4-6#)"*#(,363-&"0

This list is not intended to be exhaustive. Other manufacturing process 
innovations may be in scope
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2("4%:'F1'6"/B*-(8'C*%*?#(8'4%:'#364-(

!"#$%&'()!"#$ *%)+*,%)'#)-%.#/('"+'%)'0+'1
• the innovation will improve efficiency, productivity or flexibility of 

PEMD manufacturing processes
• there are potential cost and energy savings and quality benefits to 

their business
• they will have a positive impact on the environmental, societal and 

governance (ESG) performance of the PEMD supply chain
• they are exploitable through future activities
• there is a credible return on investment
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!"".5)$&5,#$,'$&"0#)"*#5)-&*)$&."#7(.3,'','#,C);7-,
• ?/.,$/.%)#'/%)*%)/()6%8&1#.&)/%&-.%$/3)#+2%'*)*3%$*-)3*11/3(%J"*,3(%)*%'#-,)/(K
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@)"21)3$2(&"0#7(.3,''#*,5,-.7;,"$#,C);7-,
• :-.%)*%/-.%73*$/((%./8/1*7'/-)%*+%"#5"%8*1)&5/%M#C;NM>:F%!&+/3%+&03#$&)#*-6%

)"3*,5"%7&$4&5#-5%'&-,+&$),3#-56%)*%$*-8/3)/3%(2()/'%&((/'012

N&(32-)(#,3.".;6#,C);7-,
• O,)*'&)/.%(*3)#-5%1#-/%&-.%73*$/((%($&1/%,7%*+%("*3)%1**7%3&3/%/&3)"%/A)3&$)#*-%!#)"%

&771#$&)#*-%8&1#.&)#*-%&-.%)/()#-5

!"#$%&'()*+$",$,-.%&%$/#"0&1'+$/*&(+&$+&&$"-#$(..-(*$#&/"#'2

!""#$%&&'''()*+,(-+.&'# /0-1"21"&)#3-45$&6766&78&9:;</7=786766/>?;@A11)43@;2#-+"@6B(#5C&

• L*)%&+3&#.%)*%+&#1%+&()%B)"/%+,-.#-5%#(%)*%"/17%./H3#(4%&-.%&$$/1/3&)/%#--*8&)#*-

• L/!%$*11&0*3&)#*-(%&$3*((%)"/%8&1,/%$"&#-%&-.%(,7712%$"&#-
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2("4%:'F1'6"/B*-('8#E*'A':0"4(#/%

Project size: Total grant claim between £50,000 and £800,000 
7'(&82.2#&('&#(#+8&96(:0;#&;(%#%<

Duration: 6 to 18 months

Start date: Projects must aim to start by 1 May 2023

If you are thinking about submitting a project outside of these cost ranges, 
please contact us at least 10 days before the closing date –
support@iuk.ukri.org
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• >(.8,3$'#;2'$#4,#-,*#46#)#<=9(,0&'$,(,*#42'&",''
• /"#$%&'!"()!*(%"$+!"$,-$!$.!&*"-&

• H--#7(.8,3$'#;2'$#4,#3.--)4.()$&5,

• K2'&",''#3)"#4,#&"5.-5,*#&"#27#$.#$%(,,#)77-&3)$&."'#)3(.''#4.$%#'$()"*'
• 1/&.#-5%*-%&%'&A#','%*+%*-/%7/3%()3&-.

• J,#)(,#."-6#12"*&"0#&"*2'$(&)-#(,',)(3%#)"*#,C7,(&;,"$)-#*,5,-.7;,"$#7(.8,3$'#2'&"0#
'$)"*)(*#12"*&"0#()$,'#

• J,#)(,#".$#12"*&"0#-.+#;)$2(&$6#7(.8,3$'#.(#1,)'&4&-&$6#'$2*&,'#O',,#L$()"*#PQ

• >(.8,3$'#;2'$#*,;."'$()$,#0..*#5)-2,#1.(#;.",6#)"*#3(,*&4-,#(,$2("#."#&"5,'$;,"$
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https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1300/overview/cb4556a9-3db9-4ee7-b6e6-30a1128a5380
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1301/overview/f64a4bcf-9007-43cf-a8f1-5e6c0a5c90c9
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!"#$%&$

!"#$%&'()*"++%($)*'(,-.'#
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>++"2/*$&@A
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Eligibility criteria



This competition does not allow you to submit a previously submitted application.

!"#$%&'()*+(',-%..#/+011)%20.%&3(

Previously submitted application Not a Previously submitted application

A previously submitted application is an
application Innovate UK judges as not materially 
different from one you have submitted before (but 
it can be updated based on the assessors' 
feedback)

A brand-new application, project or idea that you 
have not previously submitted into an Innovate UK 
competition

OR
A previously submitted or ineligible application which:

! has been updated based on assessor feedback
! and is materially different from the application 

submitted before
! and fits with the scope of this competition



Eligibility criteria

Project eligibility

• collaborative projects only
• lead must be a UK registered business of any size 
• collaborate with other UK registered organisations 
• carry out all of its project work in the UK
• intend to exploit the results from or in the UK

Grant funding request

for strand 1 (adopting manufacturing best practice): between £50,000 and 
£400,000
for strand 2 (manufacturing process development): between £50,000 and 
£800,000

Project duration
for strand 1: last between 6 and 12 months
for strand 2: last between 6 and 18 months

Project start by 1 May 2023 (both strands)



" Business – Small or Micro, Medium or Large registered in the UK
" Research Organisation (RO):

" Universities (HEIs)
" Not for profit distributing Research & Technology Organisation (RTO) including Catapults
" Public Sector Research Establishments (PSRE)
" Research Council Institutes (RCI)

" Public sector organisations and charities doing research activity

If you are 100% owned by a large parent company as a small subsidiary this means you are classed as 
a large company and will only be entitled to the relevant grant. For more information on company sizes, 
please refer to the company accounts guidance.

!"#$%&'(&')*+,-%+.-',% /$&(0,1

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/life-of-a-company-annual-requirements/life-of-a-company-part-1-accounts


!"#$#%&"'&()#*+*$,#-./#01#2/3-#-./#40#&"5#67#"8#28"9/(#7':;/<-#-8#40#2&=7#8"#>-&-/#&65?#@/#5(&=#)8'(#&--/"-68"#-8#-./#
9'65&"</#677'/5#:)#A4B>C#D8EF2)6"9#=6-.#-./#01G7#6"-/("&-68"&2#8:269&-68"7#8"#7':765)#<8"-(82C#9'65&"</#38(#F':26<#&'-.8(6-6/7?#
H2/&7/#:/#&=&(/#-.67#67#&#26I6"9#58<'E/"-#&"5#E&)#:/#'F5&-/5#:)#A4B>#&7#-6E/#F(89(/77/7?

J./#7/-#('2/7#K-)F6<&22)#LA4MN#=.6<.#=/#F(/I68'72)#(/26/5#8"#38(#-./#26E6-7#83#=.&-#=/#<8'25#&=&(5,#.&I/#"8=#://"#(/F2&</5#:)
6"-/("&2#5/<6768"7#:&7/5#8"#-./#"/=#A4B>#>':765)#D8"-(82#M/96E/,#&"5#8"#F826<),#=.6<.#=622#6"#-'("#7/-#8'-#:/7F8O/#/2696:626-)#
(/P'6(/E/"-7#38(#/&<.#3'"56"9#8FF8(-'"6-)?

B""8I&-/#01#67#833/(6"9#3'"56"9#38(#-.67#<8EF/-6-68"#6"#26"/#=6-.#-./#01G7#8:269&-68"7#&"5#<8EE6-E/"-7#-8#>':765)#D8"-(82?#J8
/"7'(/#-.&-#B""8I&-/#01#(/E&6"7#<8EF26&"-#=6-.#-./#01G7#6"-/("&-68"&2#>':765)#D8"-(82#5'-6/7#6"#(/7F/<-#83C

! -./#40 Q01#J(&5/#&"5#D88F/(&-68"#R9(//E/"-S
! R(-6<2/#$+#83#-./#T8(-./("#B(/2&"5#H(8-8<82#K7'<</773'2#&FF26<&"-7#=.6<.#&(/#&33/<-/5#:)#-./#T8(-./("#B(/2&"5#H(8-8<82#=622#

:/#3'"5/5#6"#26"/#=6-.#40#>-&-/#&65#(/9'2&-68"7N
! R(-6<2/#$UV#83#-./#@6-.5(&=&2#R9(//E/"-#K78E/#0"68"#2&=#&FF26<&:2/#&3-/(#U$#W/</E:/(#*+*+#6"#(/2&-68"#-8#-./#01G7#

F&(-6<6F&-68"#6"#0"68"#F(89(&EE/7#&"5#&<-6I6-6/7N
! -./#>':7656/7#&"5#D8'"-/(I&626"9#E/&7'(/7#=6-.6"#-./#@J!#KR>DXN
! &")#8-./(#Y(//#J(&5/#R9(//E/"-7#&<-6I/#&-#-./#-6E/#83#&=&(5

R22#&=&(57#=622#:/#<8"56-68"&2#8"#<8EF26&"</#&-#&22#-6E/7#=6-.#-./#01G7#B"-/("&-68"&2#8:269&-68"7#8"#>':765)#D8"-(82#Q-.67#=622:/#
(/32/<-/5#6"#-./#-/(E7#&"5#<8"56-68"7#83#&")#&=&(5?

!"'()*%#&+,-*$.,$.+,/0,1234*56,!"#$7"),8+9*'+

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uks-international-obligations-on-subsidy-control-guidance-for-public-authorities


Under the Subsidy Control Regime, we will carry out financial health checks and ongoing concern 
assurances on your organisation. 

!"#$%&'(')*(+#"(",%-%.,"
When submitting an application, you must certify that you are eligible for funding. If you are unsure, 
please take independent legal advice before applying. Should you be successful, we will complete these 
financial checks and assurances before confirming the grant offer.
" For more information on company sizes, please refer to the Company accounts guidance.
" Further information is available on our website in the general guidance.

:2+,5*)*9+#&+,;"7,/0,1234*56,!"#$7"),8+9*'+

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/life-of-a-company-annual-requirements/life-of-a-company-part-1-accounts


B+*@%0*71"*7(*7&&$-.7()*>:%*-,*.%(/0.)-(<*7.)-#-)-",*):7)*>-$$*7++".)*)17/"*%+*<%%/,*7(/?%1*"$".)1-.-)@*=")>""(*8%1):"1(*B1"$7(/ 7(/*):"*FG*
7,*"(#-,7<"/*=@* H1)-.$"*IJ*%+*):"*8%1):"1(*B1"$7(/*&1%)%.%$4*):"(*@%0*'0,)*7&&$@*0(/"1*F01%&"7(*5%''-,,-%(*3)7)"*7-/*10$",K

Undertaking in Difficulty
L%1*7&&$-.7(),*,0=M".)*)%*):"*F01%&"7(*5%''-,,-%(*3)7)"*7-/*10$",4*@%0*>-$$*="*1"N0-1"/*)%*&1%#"*):7)*):"@*>"1"*(%)*7(*OG(/"1)7; -(<*-(*
!-++-.0$)@P*2G-!9KQ"*>-$$*7,;*+%1*"#-/"(."*%+):-,K

R:-,*)",) 7&&$-",*)%S
! .%'&7(-",*):7)*71"*'%1"*):7(*T*@"71,*%$/
! .%'&7(-",*>:"1"*'%1"*):7(*:7$+*%+*-),*,0=,.1-="/*,:71"*.7&-)7$*:7,*/-,7&&"71"/*7,*7*1",0$)*%+*7..0'0$7)"/*$%,,",K
! @%01&71"()*%1*:%$/-(<.%'&7(@

Certify you are eligible
Q:"(*,0='-))-(<*7(*7&&$-.7)-%(4*@%0*'0,)*."1)-+@*):7)*@%0*71"*"$-<-=$"*+%1*3)7)"*7-/K*B+*@%0*71"*0(,01"4*&$"7,"*)7;"*$"<7$*7/#-."*="+%1"*
7&&$@-(<K*3:%0$/*@%0*="*,0..",,+0$4*>"*>-$$*7&&$@*):-,*)",)*7,*&71)*%+*%01*#-7=-$-)@*.:".;,*="+%1"*.%(+-1'-(<*):"*<17()*%++"1K

L01):"1*-(+%1'7)-%(*-,*7#7-$7=$"*%(*%01*>"=,-)"*-(*):"*<"("17$*<0-/7(."*0(/"1*,)7)"*7-/ K

B+*@%0*71"*7&&$@-(<*+%1*7(*7>71/*+0(/"/*0(/"1*3)7)"*7-/*D"<0$7)-%(,4*):"*/"+-(-)-%(,*+%1*.%'&7(@*,-U"*71"*,")*%0)*-(*):"*F01%&"7(*
5%''-,,-%(*D".%''"(/7)-%( %+*V*C7@*WJJTK

23-*-4-3-."&5)-.$)-+&627&8.+.$&9-1&:$*03+.-',%&; <').=$),&
>)$3+,1&?)'.'@'3

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uks-international-obligations-on-subsidy-control-guidance-for-public-authorities/technical-guidance-on-the-uks-international-subsidy-control-commitments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/innovate-uk-funding-general-guidance-for-applicants
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/sme-definition_en


Funding for R&D projects split in to 3 categories: 
feasibility studies, industrial research and experimental development.

# Strand 1 is for feasibility studies only

# Strand 2 is for industrial research or experimental development projects

STRAND 1: adopting manufacturing best practice

For feasibility studies, you could get funding for your eligible project costs of:
! "#$%&$'()$*+$,&"$-./$-$0*1.&$&.$20-33$&.4-5*2-%*&5
! "#$%&$6()$*+$,&"$-./$-$0/7*"082*9/7$&.4-5*2-%*&5
! "#$%&$:()$*+$,&"$-./$-$3-.4/$&.4-5*2-%*&5

23-*-4-3-."&5)-.$)-+A&B0,1-,*&C##').0,-.-$%&DEFGH



STRAND 2: manufacturing process development

For industrial research, you could get funding for your eligible project costs of:
! 0&*)%*XJY*-+*@%0*71"*7*'-.1%*%1*,'7$$*%1<7(-,7)-%(
! 0&*)%*VJY*-+*@%0*71"*7*'"/-0'E,-U"/*%1<7(-,7)-%(
! 0&*)%*ZJY*-+*@%0*71"*7*$71<"*%1<7(-,7)-%(

For experimental development projects which are nearer to market, you could get funding for 
your eligible project costs of:
! 0&*)%*[ZY*-+*@%0*71"*7*'-.1%*%1*,'7$$*%1<7(-,7)-%(
! 0&*)%*TZY*-+*@%0*71"*7*'"/-0'E,-U"/*%1<7(-,7)-%(
! 0&*)%*WZY*-+*@%0*71"*7*$71<"*%1<7(-,7)-%(

BOTH STRANDS: For research organisations conducting fundamental research you could get 
funding for your eligible project costs of up to 100%. 

*Research organisation participation is limited to no more than 30% of the project’s total costs.
L%1*<"("17$*<0-/7(."*%(*>:7)*%01*1","71.:*.7)"<%1-",*71"*&$"7,"*#-,-)S

:))&,S??>>>K0;1-K%1<?.%0(.-$,?-((%#7)"E0;?<0-/7(." E+%1E7&&$-.7(),?<"("17$E<0-/7(."?.7)"<%1-", E%+E1","71.: E7(/ E
/"#"$%&'"()?\.%()"(), E$-,)

23-*-4-3-."&5)-.$)-+A&B0,1-,*&C##').0,-.-$%&DGFGH

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/general-guidance/categories-of-research-and-development/


!"#$%&'$()$*"&+$),-.&-/$(00(1*,-&*2$&+$*( :
! optimise the level of funding to business and
! recognise the importance of research base to project

At least 345 of total eligible project costs must be incurred by business.

The maximum level (645 of total eligible project costs) is shared by all research 
organisations collaborating on the project.

?+).-@-#+.-',&:03$%



In collaborative projects there must be:
! at least two organisations claiming grant within the application (including the lead)
! a 7,+&-#++ 89#. consortium, which may involve both business and the research 

base
! evidence of effective collaboration

We would expect to see the structure and rationale of the collaboration described in 
the application.

I=+.&-%&@'33+4')+.-',J&



A business can be involved in up to three applications across both strands of the competition. They can
lead on a maximum of one application in each strand.

An academic institution, research and technology organisation (RTO), charity, not for profit or public
sector organisation cannot lead on any applications but can collaborate on any number of applications
across the two strands.

K+L-,*&M')$&.=+,&',$&+##3-@+.-',&



If you have an outstanding final claim or Independent Accountant Report (IAR) on a live Innovate UK
project, you will not be eligible to apply to this competition, as a lead or a partner organisation.

We will not award you any further funding if you:

" applied to a previous competition as the lead or sole company and were awarded funding by Innovate
UK, but did not make a substantial effort to exploit that award

" applied to a previous competition as the lead or sole company and failed to comply with grant terms
and conditions.

C.=$)&>,,'N+.$&7O&#)'P$@.%



O$"&Q+.$%&

Timeline Dates

Competition Opens 21 September 2022

Live Briefing Events

https://ktn-uk.org/news/driving-electric-revolution-scale-
up-pemd-competition-briefing-event-series/

• Scotland on 21 September 2022
• North East on 22 September 2022
• The Midlands on 29 September 2022
• South Wales on 27 September 2022

Submission Deadline 7 December 2022, 11:00am prompt

Applicants informed 27 January 2023

https://ktn-uk.org/news/driving-electric-revolution-scale-up-pemd-competition-briefing-event-series/


Innovation Funding 
Service (IFS)



!"#$%&'()$'#'(*+,-+.'%)/0"1-1-)+'#+,'$"2-"3'%$-1"$-#



;</$3/-7$-##3*1-5%$0"2%$1./-%/$-5$-11&"5%=

UK registered businesses
G,"*5%'&7(-",*]%0,"*$%%;0&*7,*-)*,&""/,*0&*%01*.:".;,*=@*
&1%#-/-(<*@%01*.%'&7(@*(0'="1K*^%0*71"*0(7=$"*)%*"()"1*):-,7)*7*
$7)"1*/7)"K

Research organisations, academics and universities
F()"1*@%01*-(+%1'7)-%(*'7(07$$@*,%*@%0*71"*(%)*$-,)"/*7,*7*=0,-(",,*
%(*BL3*7(/*"(,01"*@%0*1"."-#"*):"*.%11".)*+0(/-(<K

R$+1&9##3-@+,.A&@)$+.$&+,&
+@@'0,.



! Application Team 8>&33-?&.-%&.2$1-5$*5@*%/$&.4-5*2-%*&52$A<&$,&"$-./$A&.B*54$A*%<$&5$%</$#.&C/1%D$>&5%.*?"%&.2$
1-5$*5@*%/$1&33/-4"/2$+.&0$,&".$&A5$&.4-5*2-%*&5$%&$</3#$,&"$1&0#3/%/$,&".$-##3*1-%*&5D$

! Application Details 8;*%3/E$%*0/21-3/2E$./2/-.1<$1-%/4&.,

! Subsidy basis 8F*33$%</$#.&C/1%E$*513"7*54$-5,$./3-%/7$-1%*@*%*/2E$,&"$A-5%$G55&@-%/$HI$%&$+"57E$-++/1%$%.-7/$
?/%A//5$J&.%</.5$G./3-57$-57$%</$KHL$M33$#-.%*1*#-5%2$0"2%$1&0#3/%/$%<*2$2/1%*&5D

! Project Summary 8N<&.%$2"00-.,$-57$&?C/1%*@/2$&+$%</$#.&C/1%$*513"7*54$A<-%$*2$*55&@-%*@/$-?&"%$*%

! Public Description 8O/21.*#%*&5$&+$,&".$#.&C/1%$A<*1<$A*33$?/$#"?3*2</7$*+$,&"$-./$2"11/22+"3

! Scope - How does your project align with the scope of this competition? 8G+$,&".$#.&C/1%$*2$5&%$*5$21&#/E$
*%$A*33$5&%$?/$2/5%$+&.$-22/220/5%D$F/$A*33$%/33$,&"$%</$./-2&5$A<,D

4$)5"%1'6"1#-78



Detailed guidance available on IFS

9##3-@+.-',&S0$%.-',%&D4'.=&%.)+,1%H

Application Form Appendix?
Question 1 Applicant location (not scored) No
Question 2 Need or challenge No
Question 3 Approach and innovation Yes - optional
Question 4 Team and resources Yes - optional
Question 5 Supply chain awareness No
Question 6 Outcomes and route to market No
Question 7 Impact on supply chain No
Question 8 Project management Yes - mandatory
Question 9 Risks Yes - mandatory
Question 10 Added value No
Question 11 Costs and value for money No



Application finances



P&".$?"2*5/22$7&/2$5&%$<-@/$%&$?/$HI$./4*2%/./7$A*%<$>&0#-5*/2$Q&"2/$A</5$,&"$-##3,$?"%$*%$0"2%$?/$./4*2%/./7$
?/+&./$,&"$1-5$./1/*@/$+"57*54D

P&".$#.&C/1%$1-5$*513"7/$#-.%5/.2$%<-%$7&$5&%$./1/*@/$-5,$&+$%<*2$1&0#/%*%*&5R2$+"57*54E$+&.$/S-0#3/$5&58HI$
?"2*5/22/2D$;</*.$1&2%2$A*33$1&"5%$%&A-.72$%</$%&%-3$#.&C/1%$1&2%2D

P&"$-./$"5-?3/$%&$13-*0$+"57*54$*+=

! ,&"$-./$-5$&@/.2/-2$&.4-5*2-%*&5E$2&$,&".$1&0#-5,$5"0?/.$?/4*52$A*%<$T>

! ,&".$&.4-5*2-%*&5$*2$2/%"#$-2$-$?.-51<E$2&$,&".$1&0#-5,$5"0?/.$?/4*52$A*%<$UV

! ,&"$-./$-$1&33-?&.-%*&5$A*%<5&$+&.0-3$2%."1%"./$&+$&A5/.2<*#$&.$1&5%.&3E$2&$,&".$1&0#-5,$5"0?/.$?/4*52$A*%<$WX

! ,&"$-./$-$>.&A5$O/#/57/51,=

! *+$,&".$1&0#-5,$*2$?-2/7$*5$Y/.2/,E$,&".1&0#-5,$5"0?/.$?/4*52$A*%<YK

! *+$,&".$1&0#-5,$*2$?-2/7$*5$Z"/.52/,

! *+$,&".$1&0#-5,$*2$?-2/7$*5$%</$G23/$&+$W-5

!'&@3+-M&(0,1-,*



You are also unable to claim funding if your company is based in any of the British Overseas Territories 
(BOTs):
! M54"*33-
! U/.0"7-
! U.*%*2<$M5%-.1%*1$;/..*%&.,
! U.*%*2<$G57*-5$[1/-5$;/..*%&.,

! U.*%*2<\*.4*5$G23-572
! >-,0-5$G23-572
! T-3B3-57$G23-572
! Z*?.-3%-.

! W&5%2/..-%
! ]*%1-*.5$G23-572
! N-*5%$Q/3/5-E$M21/52*&5$-57$;.*2%-5$7-$>"5<-

! N&"%<$Z/&.4*-$-57$%</$N&"%<$N-57A*1<$G23-572
! ;".B2$-57$>-*1&2$G23-572

T)-.-%=&CN$)%$+%&!$))-.')-$%



!"#$%&'(&#)'(&*'%+#",%)

Labour Overheads Materials Equipment 
Usage

Subcontractors Travel & 
Subsistence

Other



'(,5,:($E

" staff working directly on project
" paid by PAYE
" NI, pension, non-discretionary costs

>+$(,5,:($E

" dividends
" bonuses
" non productive time
" overtime

9#:)*$



4$#"5#0/(
Innovate UK’s definition
M77*%*&5-3$1&2%2$-57$&#/.-%*&5-3$/S#/52/2$*51"../7$7*./1%3,$-2$
-$./2"3%$&+$%</$#.&C/1%D$;</2/$1&"37$*513"7/$-77*%*&5-3$1&2%2$+&.$
-70*5*2%.-%*@/$2%-++E$4/5/.-3$G;E$./5%$-57$"%*3*%*/2

Indirect (administration) overheads
]3/-2/$/52"./$%</,$-./$-77*%*&5-3$-57$7*./1%3,$-%%.*?"%-?3/$%&$
%</$7/3*@/.,$&+$%</$#.&C/1%

Direct overheads
! /D4D$&++*1/$"%*3*%*/2E$G;$*5+.-2%."1%"./E$3-#%&#$#.&@*2*&5$5&%$

1&@/./7$?,$1-#*%-3$"2-4/
! 0"2%$?/$7*./1%3,$-%%.*?"%-?3/$%&$%</$#.&C/1%
! #.&@*7/$7/%-*3/7$?./-B7&A5$%&4/%</.$A*%<$

0/%<&7&3&4,^?-2*2$&+$-##&.%*&50/5%



;#1"$-#7'%)818'
Please be clear on what the 
materials are - just putting 
consumables does not provide 
enough detail.

If insufficient information is 
provided, we will request more 
information should you be 
successful which may delay 
your project start date.



Eligible:

Used in the project or shared with day-to-day 
production.

Calculations will need to be in line with your 
accounting practices.

Even if the equipment is depreciated fully over 
the life of the project this must be added under 
capital equipment.

5+#-.+3&$U0-#M$,.&0%+*$



Justified and quantified.

If non-UK subcontractors are being used, you will 
need to provide strong justification on why a 
UK-based subcontractor is not being used.

If you are subcontracting to a parent or sister 
company, please ensure you list at cost and do not 
include profit.

Subcontractor costs are limited to 20% of your 
organisation’s total project costs

804@',.)+@.')%



Eligible:
Costs must be directly linked to 
the project.
Please break down your costs as 
follows:

" Travel
" Accommodation
" Subsistence

If you have an annual trip to visit
the parent company this is not an 
eligible cost.

!)+N$3&+,1&%04%-%.$,@$



Costs that could not be added under previous headings
Do not double count
Patent filing costs for new IP – SMEs up to £7,500

C.=$)&@'%.%



Ensure the grant funding request 
fits the criteria for this competition:

• Strand 1: between £50,000 
and £400,000

• Strand 2: between £50,000 
and £800,000 

Research organisation 
participation is no greater than 
30% of the total project costs.

All organisations can see a 
summary of project costs.
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Organisation or
type of activity

Technical feasibility studies 
(strand 1) and industrial 

research (Strand 2)
Experimental development (Strand 2)
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Academic partners



We use the Research Councils’ Joint Electronic Submission System (Je-S) to collect academic finances.

The Je-S system automates the collection of Full Economic Costs (FEC) based costs from academic 
partners and tells them exactly what numbers should be used in the application form for their costs.

Also to collect project finance details from non-HEIs (e.g. RTOs) that are claiming they are carrying out 
academic quality work and want to be funded on an FEC basis.

Using Je-S means that Innovate UK follows standard Research Council guidelines on funding 
universities and enables Research Councils to easily co-fund Innovate UK projects.

The Je-S system is completely separate from Innovate UK and we cannot advise on its usage.
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Enter the TSB reference number here

Enter the TSB Contribution column figures from !"#$ J-eS 
output document into the project costs section of the 
application.

Upload the Je-S with council status form as a PDF at the 
bottom of the screen.

Any queries, contact Je-S Helpdesk (not Innovate UK)
" jeshelp@je-s.ukri.org
" 01793 444164
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Submitting your 
application



All organisations have marked their 
finances as complete.

Research organisation participation 
is no greater than 30% of the total 
project costs.

IFS DOES NOT VALIDATE  THE 
TOTAL GRANT REQUEST
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Reopen by clicking here

Remember to press 
‘Submit application’
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Customer Support can 
help resolve any issues 
you might have when 
submitting, but only if 
they are contacted 
before the deadline. 
Once the deadline has 
passed, your application 
cannot be submitted.
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Assessment







Project setup for 
successful applicants
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You can use the feedback from the assessors to develop your idea and apply into another competition 
that allows previously submitted applications

>4&7"3&/%$&-3))$--43(&,+&*0,-&)"<6$*,*,"+
" you will be assigned a Delivery Executive who will guide you through the Project Set Up process
" you will have 7 days to complete the project team, project details and bank details
" you will then have a further 86 days to complete project set up – funding may be withdrawn if this is not 

completed within this timeframe

Please ensure all your contact details in the IFS portal are correct and up to date and that you 
regularly monitor it.
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" All communication will be through IFS.
" Lead applicant must provide collaboration agreements and exploitation plans if applicable.
" Any partners with individual total project costs of up to £50,000 must provide evidence with a 

Statement of Expenditure (SoE).
" Any partners with individual total project costs above £50,000 must provide evidence with an 

Independent Accountants Report (IAR).

Project delivery
" All grants are paid quarterly in arrears and are only paid following quarterly reporting and necessary 

audits.
" Claims can only be made for costs incurred and paid between the project start and end dates.
" Monitoring of the project includes a visit from the appointed Monitoring Officer.
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Additional Support
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" Intensive growth and scaling support tailored to the needs of each of our ambitious innovation-driven 
clients

" Offered alongside project funding to Innovate UK award winners, most of whom engage us. We are 
also available to all high growth potential innovative small or medium-sized businesses*

" Engagement at early, growth and scaling stages, with our core high growth service and enhanced 
Scaleup Programme

" Delivered by 290 innovation and growth specialists embedded in regional ecosystems across the UK, 
including a board of expert scaleup directors
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An innovation and growth specialist, or 
scaleup directors, work with a company’s 
leadership to hone its commercial strategy 
and help it take targeted action to, for 
example:
" Build investment readiness
" Manage innovation effectively
" Enter global markets
" Providing local to national to international 

growth and scaling support

@++)2#1"'AB'<6C<



@++)2#1"'AB'<6C<

B"+*0)*&8-&4,0C
,++"40*$8=$29$D8=%,D"%9



! !"#$%&"'()"*)+,&"*$&&$&)-.*'%"+,'$&)'.)
$*/0*-$1)2$%3.%40*-$)0*1)-.44$%-"05)
&,--$&&

! 6$)7$5-.4$)0*1)$*-.,%08$)0225"-0'".*&)
3%.4)2$.25$).3)055)+0-98%.,*1&)0*1)0%$)
-.44"''$1)'.)409"*8)"**.#0'".*)&,22.%')
4.%$)#"&"+5$:)0--$&&"+5$:)0*1)"*-5,&"#$;

! 6$)-0*)2%.#"1$)&,22.%')3.%)2$.25$)7/.)
/0#$)0)1"&0+"5"'().%)5.*8<'$%4)-.*1"'".*)0*1)
30-$)+0%%"$%&)0225("*8)'.),&

! =3)(.,)7.,51)5"9$)0*()&,22.%').%)01#"-$:)
25$0&$)-.*'0-')>,&'.4$%)?,22.%')?$%#"-$)
.*)@A@@)ABC)DAEF).%)&,22.%'G",9;,9%";.%8

D'.$"#1'-,"#'%#+'%)/"'
($)/'#+=)+"

mailto:support@iuk.ukri.org


AAADB%58"BD&.4

@+1$),*%1-)+'1)'

Innovate UK KTN 
Dr Sven Knowles
!"#$%&$'()#!*&+$ ,-&%'./

01234567)# ,-846'98#+:+:'$



/00%,1$')23)

G55&@-%/$HI$*2$%</$HIR2$
*55&@-%*&5$-4/51,=$-$

5&587/#-.%0/5%-3$#"?3*1$?&7,$
&#/.-%*54$-%$-.0R2$3/54%<$

+.&0$%</$Z&@/.50/5%$-2$#-.%$
&+$HIVGD

345)

G55&@-%/$HI$I;J$/S*2%2$%&$
1&55/1%$*55&@-%&.2$A*%<$5/A$

#-.%5/.2$-57$5/A$
&##&.%"5*%*/2$?/,&57$%</*.$

/S*2%*54$%<*5B*54$8
-11/3/.-%*54$-0?*%*&"2$*7/-2$

*5%&$./-38A&.37$2&3"%*&52D$

6786)

G55&@-%/$HI$KOZK$
/0#&A/.2$*55&@-%*&587.*@/5$
?"2*5/22/2$%&$4.&A$-%$#-1/$
-57$-1<*/@/$%</*.$*57"2%.,8
-57$2&1*/%,8%.-52+&.0*54$

-0?*%*&52D

/00%,1$')23)8(%"+)



9:%"$)2#)
;$$'"7+#4<=4=>?4#@:!+!4+'46'$$#6+4:$$'"7+'.!4(:+A4
$#(487.+$#.!47$B4$#(4'88'.+-$:+:#!4C#D'$B4+A#:.4
#@:!+:$/4+A:$&:$/4E 766#)#.7+:$/479C:+:'-!4:B#7!4
:$+'4.#7),('.)B4!')-+:'$!%

;"()<"(+%#')=)>-#-%0)
F#46.#7+#4B:"#.!#46'$$#6+:'$!4+'4B.:"#48'!:+:"#4
6A7$/#%4

>'4#!+7C):!A474$#+('.&4'G4:$$'"7+'.!4!'48'(#.G-)4:+!4
:B#7!4(:))46A7$/#4+A#4('.)B%44



;"()*$(1$'?@)

Positive 
Change 
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Deep 
Expertise 
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Powerful 
Connections
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0300 321 4357 (Monday - Friday 9-5pm)

support@iuk.ukri.org
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www.ktn-uk.org

sven.knowles@ktn-uk.org
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ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk
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