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Agenda

Item Presenter

2pm Welcome and introduction Karen Wilkinson
Healthy Ageing CoP Manager
Innovate UK Business Connect

2.05pm Funding overview 
Å New innovation funding opportunities
Å Funding landscape
Å Q&A

Matt Chapman
Head of Health
Innovate UK Business Connect

2.25pm Investment landscape: 
Å Investment landscape overview
Å Innovation loans
Å Q&A

Basit Mohammed
Regional Investment Ecosystem Lead
Innovate UK Business Connect

2.45pm Place-based initiatives
Å Launchpads
Å Local Action Plans
Å Q&A

Megan Kearns
Knowledge Transfer Manager 
Place and Local Partnerships 
Innovate UK Business Connect

3pm Final remarks and close



https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/

Health Funding Overview 

Innovate UK Business Connect

Sept 2024

Matt Chapman

Head of Health



Innovate UK 

Business Connect



About Us 

Innovate UK Business Connect exists to connect 

innovators with new partners and new 

opportunities beyond their existing thinking ï

accelerating ambitious ideas into real-world 

solutions.



Innovate UK 

Business 

Connect 

Team 



Our Network 

46,229 
Unique 

Organisations 

72%
Small

15%
Medium

13% 
Large

335,478
innovators 

Every university 

in the UK 



IUK Business Connect Outputs 

66%

introduced by 

IUK Business 

Connect go on 

to collaborate  

42%

reach  

outcomes

faster              

(1-2 years)  

60%

increased 

investment in 

R&D direct 

result from IUK 

Business 
Connect 

engagement  

£100m

per year 

increased 

investment in 

R&D



We 

connect

Diverse communities | Innovate UK Innovation Networks 

Regional, national and global | Innovate UK Global Alliance 

Research and business | Innovate UK Knowledge Transfer Partnerships 

Innovators, funders & collaborators | Innovate UK Innovation Exchange 

éfor positive change



Innovate UK 

System



Innovate UK 

Innovate UK is the UKôs 

innovation agency: a 

non-departmental public body 

operating at armôs length 

from the Government as part 

of UKRI.

Innovate UK

Business Connect

Innovate UK Business 

Connect exists to connect 

innovators with new partners 

and new opportunities 

beyond their existing thinking 

- accelerating ambitious ideas 

into real-world solutions. 

Innovate UK 

Business Growth

Innovate Business Growth 

empowers innovation-driven 

businesses to grow at pace 

and achieve their industry-

and society-transforming 

ambitions.

Innovate UK System



Innovate UK 

System

Expertise OfficesFacilities

Symbols

Innovate UK

Innovate UK Business Growth 

Innovate UK Business Connect

Catapults

Agri-Tech Centres

Colours

Å From funding and advisory services to facility 

and technology access, the Innovate UK group 

supports innovative businesses across every 

national and region in the UK.

Å The geographical distribution of our staff and 

facilities ensures we engage place-based 

stakeholders and meet regional needs.



Health Team



Health

Team

Karen Wilkinson

Healthy Ageing

David Calder

Healthy Ageing
Digital Health & Care

Mehdi Tavakoli

Med Tech - Clinical/Academic 
Research Infrastructure & 
Research Charity 

Engagement

Matt Chapman

Head of Health

Gabriela Juarez-Martinez

AMR and One Health

Owen Burbidge

Medicines

Roya Esat-Dabestani

Precision Medicine

James Culy

Med Tech

https://www.linkedin.com/in/karenbooth1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-c-8341898/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mehdi-tavakoli-37bb651ba/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matt-chapman-b866531/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gabriela-juarez-martinez/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/owen-burbidge-7bb9362a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/james-culy-06a9419/


Funding &

Resources



Health Funding Map

https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/programme/health-funding-map/



Health Funding Calls

https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/opportunities/?_sft_sector=health



IUK Funding Overview

https://www.gov.uk/apply-funding-innovation



Funding & Support Overview

https://ukinnovationhub.ukri.org/



Biomedical 

Catalyst



Smart



Innovation 

Loans



KTP



Good Application Guide

https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/investment/good-application-guide/



https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/

Health newsletter sign-up

https://info.ktn-uk.org/p/2VFU-F4J/health-mailing-list




What we do





Investment Team

TBC/ Mel+Sara

(Interim)

Head of Investment

Sara Palmer 

Investor Ecosystems Lead

Mel Ellyard 

Investor Ecosystems Lead

Kienan Bruemmer-

Gambles

KTM Investor 

Communities (Net Zero)

TBC

KTM Investor 

Communities (Digital & 

Technologies)

Ayan Mohammed

KTM Foreign Investment

Mohammed Alkordi

KTM Regional Investment

Jinali Thacker

KTM Foreign Investment
Basit Mohammed

KTM Regional Investment

Ana Wolsztajn

KTM Investor 

Communities (Diversity & 

Inclusion)

Sarah Ayton

KTM Investor 

Communities (Health & 

Agriculture)

Emma Fadlon

Investment Projects Lead



Introduction to 

Investor 

Partnerships



Investor Partnerships:  accelerating investment

Addressing challenge of innovative 

SMEs that need:

Å support for innovation and

Å access to capital

Bringing together:

Å grant funding

Å innovative R&D projects in future 

economy areas

Å aligned VC and Angel equity 

investment

Delivering:

Å accelerated investment growth at 

scale through innovation 



This slide contains the following visuals: textbox ,image ,card ,card ,card ,card ,shape ,card ,card. Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/3bbf9a28-6b2b-4a53-8bea-4f00208cf0fc/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


What are we looking for?

ÅAmbitious companies seeking 

investment

ÅDeveloping innovation with a 

well defined R&D project

ÅLinks to specific themes

ÅInvestment attractive and 

investment ready

ÅEstablished traction with an 

investor partner

Innovative

AdditionalityTraction




