
Horizon Europe
Pillar II
18 March 2025

Jo Frost (ncp-health@iuk.ukri.org)
UK National Contact Point for Horizon Europe Health

mailto:ncp-health@iuk.ukri.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-frost-15936423/


Two questions about you…

Q1) Which would best describe you?

a) New to Horizon Europe, I don’t know much about it, but have come to learn 
today

b) I know a little about Horizon Europe, but have not applied for a grant

c) I am experienced, and have for applied to Horizon Europe (or the 
predecessor programmes such as Horizon 2020 or FP7) or have taken part in 
project



About you…

Q2) Which would best describe you?

a) From academia

b) From an SME (Small and Medium Sized Enterprise)

c) From any other type of organisation (e.g. large company, charity, museum, 
government department…)



Horizon Europe

Key:
Open to all research and innovation fields
Challenge driven – must solve the problem 

posed – not bottom-up idea driven



Pillar II - Clusters
• Challenge driven: must solve the problem described in the call topic
• The most common type of project funded in Pillar II of Horizon Europe is 

an international consortium project
• Each Cluster has a Work Programme
• The Work Programme lists call topics, and each call topic has a

• Scope
• Expected outcomes
• Budget

• The duration is not normally specified



When will the Work Programmes be published?
• The 2025 Work Programme for each Cluster (listing call topics) 

will be published soon:
• 7 April (tbc): Work Programmes pre-published by the European 

Commission
• 30 April (tbc): publication of calls & topics on EU’s Funding and 

Tenders Portal

• The 2026-2027 Work Programme for each Cluster expected ~late 2025

• Sign up to the UK NCP newsletters to stay up to date

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://eufunding.ukri.org/subscribe


Types of Countries in Horizon Europe
Automatically eligible to receive EU funding

List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe contains information about countries eligible for funding

EU Member States 
and their overseas territories 

Associated Countries
(Overall list + Info on UK Association)

116 Low and Middle Income 
Countries (LMICs) 
(most LMICs except BRIC, Mexico, Chile…)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jo-frost-15936423_please-share-and-help-spread-the-word-activity-7137450318983823360-ZBZq
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf


Types of Countries in Horizon Europe
Automatically eligible to receive EU funding Can participate with own funding

(only funded by Horizon Europe in exceptional cases*)

List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe contains information about countries eligible for funding

EU Member States 
and their overseas territories 

Associated Countries
(Overall list + Info on UK Association)

116 Low and Middle Income 
Countries (LMICs) 
(most LMICs except BRIC, Mexico, 
Chile…)

Third countries:
Developing economies (Brazil, India, 
China**, Mexico, Chile,…) 
and industrialised countries (Japan, 
US*,…)

**See Work Programme 2023-25 General Annexes for rules 
about China, Russia, Hungary, Belarus and parts of Ukraine 
(p7-8)

* Exceptional cases:
“if provided for in the specific call/topic 
conditions, or if their participation is considered 
essential for implementing the action by the 
granting authority.”
For example, many call topics in the main Health 
Work Programme state that US organisations can 
be funded.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jo-frost-15936423_please-share-and-help-spread-the-word-activity-7137450318983823360-ZBZq
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf


Types of Countries in Pillar II of Horizon Europe



What does a typical Pillar II project look like?
• Pillar II mainly funds consortium projects. Minimum consortium size:

• at least 3 different legal entities from 3 different EU Member States (MS) 
and/or Associated Countries (AC)

• where at least one of these organisations is from an EU Member State
• In reality, consortia are normally larger
• Once you meet the minimum requirements above, then you can add other organisations from the 

same or different countries
• It is common to have more than one UK organisation in the same consortium
• Countries which are not EU MS or AC can be part of your consortium, but would not count to the 

minimum 3 countries
• Consortium partners often very varied –you should have the right people for the tasks 

and (unless specified in the call text) your partners can be from any type of organisation



Pillar II – Clusters – Infodays and Partnering Events
Infoday Partnering

1 Health 22 May online 27 March online
5-6 May (tbc) online

2 Culture, Creativity & Inclusive Society 15 May online 16 May online

3 Civil Security for Society 11-12 June (tbc) Brussels/hybrid

4 Digital, Industry and Space 13-14 May 20 May (tbc) Strasbourg

5 Climate, Energy and Mobility 6 May (in person & 
online)

6 May in person in Brussels 
only)

6 Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, 
Agriculture & Environment

20-21 May online 27 May brokerage + 28 May 
training (both in Warsaw)

Missions 22-23 May online 27 March online (Cancer)
26-27 May (tbc)(all Missions)

Please sign up to the UK NCP newsletters to stay up to date

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/3F0n7H46ft6PlJqQPaRmIt/overview
https://go-eit.eu/global-platform/bridging-the-atlantic-health-2025/
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/01xvfI274cL7S7R1f8KN3H/overview
https://cluster2-community-platform.b2match.io/
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/9ds9jXc5ca1xdrdJ5dEGI/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/3Z4CdMQb8ew5smYk55mTsA/overview
https://greenet-brokerage-event-for-he.b2match.io/
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/6lLZRxTBKVsWnjEtjwhVyl/programme
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/2ZvkNXyGsLoGBfC8CtVcJt/overview
https://go-eit.eu/global-platform/bridging-the-atlantic-health-2025/
https://eufunding.ukri.org/subscribe


Pillar II - Further Opportunities
Horizon Europe Partnerships
European Commission and private and/or public partners jointly 
develop and then run a research and innovation programme 
called a ‘partnership’
• There are ~48 “Partnerships” in Pillar II of Horizon Europe 

(Diagram listing partnerships)
• Most partnerships run calls for proposals

• Each call for proposals run by a partnership can have 
different rules

• Check call documents to see which countries and types of 
organisation are funded

• Some partnerships do NOT use standard Horizon Europe 
eligibility rules!

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/european-partnerships-horizon-europe_en
https://www.era-learn.eu/network-information/networks?cid=&el_participants=&el_type=&el_status=&funding_framework=horizoneurope&societal_challenges=&research_fields=&coord=
https://www.era-learn.eu/partnerships-in-a-nutshell/european-partnerships/european-partnership-portfolio/partnership-portfolio_10_2024.pdf


Pillar II - Further Opportunities
Horizon Europe ‘Missions’

New European Bauhaus (NEB)
This is an EU policy and funding initiative launched that fosters 
sustainable solutions for transforming the built environment and 
lifestyles under the green transition.

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe_en
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/index_en


Thank you
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