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3 September 2025 

Community Build
Drop your LinkedIn in the chat with one sentence about 

your innovation 



Å UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) brings together the 7 Research Councils, Innovate UK 

and Research England.

Benefiting everyone through knowledge, 
talent and ideas



Å The UKôs innovation agency. 

Å We help UK businesses:

Å to grow through innovation, 

Å access the expertise and equipment they need, 

Å build the partnerships that will help them go faster, 

Å fund the innovation work through grants or loans.

Å We support the best ideas from business, as determined through free and fair 

competition.

Innovate UK ï Who we are



Innovate UK ï What we do

to make the opportunity 

visible and compelling

Inspire   |  Involve   | Invest  
to bring relevant 

organisations and 

people together

to convene the 

resources needed, 

including our own.
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BMC Accelerator 

Programme
Innovate UK Business Connect 

James Culy

MedTech

james.culy@iukbc.org.uk





Innovate UK Business Connect

Innovate UK Business Connect exists to connect 

innovators with new partners and new 

opportunities beyond their existing thinking ï 

accelerating ambitious ideas into real-world 

solutions.



Our Network 

46,229 
Unique 

Organisations 

72%
Small

 

15%
Medium

13% 
Large  

335,478
innovators 

Every university 

in the UK 



Innovate UK Business Connect

Sustainability, International, Access to Finance

We create diverse connections to drive positive change 



Health areas

Prevention of Disease Identification of Disease Treatment of Disease

Medical 
Technologies

Lifestyle 
change/Wellness 

Medicines
Non-

specific

Chronic Disease

Acute 
Disease

Wider 
Determinants 

of Health

Vaccination

Health 
Monitoring



Health 

Team

Karen Wilkinson

Healthy Ageing

David Calder

Healthy Ageing and Digital 

Health

Mehdi Tavakoli

MedTech and Clinical 

Engagement

Matt Chapman

Head of Health

Gabriela Juare z Martinez

Pharma & MedTech
(AMR, Microbiome, One Health) 

Owen Burbidge

Medicines

Roya Esat-Dabestani  

Precision Medicine

James Culy
MedTech



Support 

for 

Innovators

ÅAdvise on access to grants and funding sources

ÅBuilding the best consortium and supporting applications

ÅConnecting through a supply chain

ÅConnecting across sectors and technologies

ÅSignposting through innovation landscape

ÅAwareness of new market opportunities

Å International innovation opportunities in collaboration with our 

partners, e.g., DBT, SIN, IUKBG

éfor positive change



Support for 

BMC 

Accelerator
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Innovate UK ï Business Growth



Innovate UK ï Business Growth



Innovate UK ï Business Growth



Innovate UK ï Business Growth



Innovate UK ï Business Growth



Innovate UK ï Business Growth



Innovate UK ï Business Growth



Innovate UK ï Business Growth
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ÅMedicines & Pharmaceuticals

ÅInnovative drug discovery and delivery

ÅTherapeutic and medicine development

ÅAdvanced therapies

ÅHealth Technology

ÅDiagnostics

ÅImaging

ÅMedical technology and devices

ÅSensors

ÅRobotics

ÅDigital Health Technology

ÅData driven health

ÅAI in health

ÅIndependent living and wellbeing



ÅAccelerator ï Feasibility

Åworkshops, advise and training through accelerator 

programmes

Åat the end of the accelerator, you should be in a position to 

seek investment, or feasibility grant funding of up to £100k 

at 100% via a closed competition

ÅIndustry -led R&D

Åindustry-led pre-market R&D projects

ÅProject costs £150k-£4m & grant up to £2m, up to 70% grant 

support for SMEs 

ÅProject duration 6-36 months

ÅInvestor Partnerships

ÅGrant support up to 70% of project costs

ÅOne of our approved investors -  70% match 

ÅFocus on project and company growth



Our focus:

ÅProviding targeted support at each stage of your 

business journey.

ÅPromoting diversity in founders and leadership teams.

ÅProviding solutions that support everyone.

£388m grant 
funding

£196m matched 
funding

£1,040,664,462 
further funds 
raised since 

2018



Introducing

Biomedical Catalyst Accelerator

2025 Providers
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The Pioneer Group







With a wide roster of partners that bolster that ecosystem
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Future Medicines (early stage)

Business Growth Manager

Lyva  Labs












