
10 September 2025 | 09:00-16:00

Innovate UK:

Talent and Skills

Annual Community Conference



Welcome & Reflections on 2025

Debbie Johnson
Head of Innovation Talent & Skills 

Innovate UK



09:30 – 09.45 Welcome, housekeeping, reflections on the year

09.45 – 10.15 In conversation: the value of getting it right

10.15 – 11.00 How to keep moving in the right direction with Talent & Skills Connect

11.00 – 11.20 BREAK

11.20 – 12.00 Moving forward: priorities and considerations for talent and skills

12.00 – 13.00 LUNCH

13.00 – 13.10 Introduction to, and intent of, workshop sessions

13.10 – 13.45 Provocation and discussion with Enginuity

13.45 – 13.50 CHANGE 

13.50 – 14.30 Provocation and discussion with Cogent Skills

14.30 – 15.00 BREAK

15.00 – 15.40 Provocation and discussion with Tech Skills

15.40 – 16.00 Summary and next steps

Agenda



• Over 100 partners

• Five online focus events

• Three in-person events

• 40+ partner contributions

• Over 500 participants

• New online partner collaboration directory

• Online resources added

First Year Achievements





The Nation’s Priorities



Creating the space for collaboration



• Online Events
⚬ Monthly webinar focus events - first Wednesday of every 

month, 10:00 to 12:00

⚬ Three community takeovers up for grabs!

• In-Person Events
⚬ March 2026 Annual Conference

⚬ July 2026 Community Conference

Creating the space for collaboration



In Conversation

Tom Adeyoola
Exec Chair, Innovate UK

Phil Smith
Chairman

Skills England



Panel Discussion: 

How to keep moving in the right direction

Dr Rosie Peacock

Lead Specialist

Innovation Systems

Alex Leadley

Skills Academy Manager

CSA Catapult

Richard Caulfield

Policy Adviser

GMColleges

Steve Meader

Director - Talent & Skills

UKRI

Hareklea Markides

Innovation Lead, Transforming 

Medicines Manufacturing

Innovate UK

Panel Chair



BREAK



Panel Discussion: 

How to keep moving in the right direction

Dr Jennifer Postles

Lead Specialist - Innovation Systems

Innovate UK

Gary Cutts

Exec Director - Digital Technologies

Innovate UK

Clare Porter

Director for Strategic Engagement

Workforce & Skills

HVMC

Dr Kate Barclay

Skills Strategy Consultant

Bioindustry Association

Panel Chair



LUNCH


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13

