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Our Purpose & Vision 

We are part of Innovate UK, the UK’s innovation agency. 

We create diverse connections to drive positive change. 

To establish a network of innovators so powerful its ideas will change the world.  



Our Network 

46,229 
Unique 

Organisations 

72%
Small

 

15%
Medium

13% 
Large 

335,478
innovators 

Every university 

in the UK 



The Net Zero Living Programme

• Places are seizing the opportunities that come with decarbonisation 

and creating warmer homes, cheaper local energy, new skills, and 

more secure work for their communities.

• But their teams are overstretched and they have limited resources 

and investment.

• Innovate UK's Net Zero Living Programme is providing funding, 
insights, and specialist assistance to nearly 300 businesses and 

local authorities so they can adopt social, policy, and technical 

innovation and help their place prosper.

• A £60m programme from 2023-2026, including large-scale 
demonstrator projects

• https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/programme/net-zero-living

Helping local authorities and businesses work together to deliver new solutions 

that improve local services and open markets for economic growth.
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Advanced Infrastructure
LAEP+ 



Supporting local authorities 
plan and deliver net zero

12 FEBRUARY 2026

LAEP+ 

Mollie Atherton



The LAEP+ Planning Tool is 
an award winning web-
based net zero and 
decarbonisation planning 
tool, developed with local 
authorities and network 
operators.

LAEP+



LAEP+ UK coverage

LAEP+ UK coverage is largely in areas where DNOs have 
licensed the tool to support local authorities in their 
areas share data on strategic energy planning. 

SSEN - full coverage1

UK Power Networks - full coverage2

Northern Powergrid - full coverage3

National Grid - partial coverage4



How does LAEP+ help LAs?

Planning and Strategy

TransportHousing & Council Assets

Climate and LAEP Teams

GIS & Data

Collaborators like consultants, 
contractors, Net Zero Hubs and 

more.

It brings benefits across local authority 
teams: 

1. Reduce cost of data acquisition 
for Local Area Energy Plans and 
feasibility studies

2. Rapidly identify opportunities for 
energy and retrofit projects

3. Evidence grant-ready business 
cases

4. Improve visibility with 
collaboration across teams and 
stakeholders



What can you do with LAEP+ ?

Visualse, analyse and baseline 
your area’s opportunities

Utilise geospatial data to help you make 
decisions with the best supporting evidence, 
including building level renewable potential 
and LAEP baseline datasets at no cost.

You can even upload your own data to use 
alongside the provided data sets.

Develop projects, plans and 
pathways to achieve goals

Easily model and assess low carbon 
technology deployments, then compare 
costs & benefits. Select specific buildings and 
locations, or by your chosen criteria to 
deploy at scale.

You can even explore longer term pathways 
to decarbonisation to understand what is 
achievable based on your targets.

Collaborate with stakeholders 
and colleagues in one workspace 

Invite colleagues and authorised partners to 
use LAEP+. Guide stakeholders through 
potential plans and scenarios, to both inform 
and gather valuable insights and feedback.

You can carry out consultations within your 
own organisation, as well as with public 
stakeholders such as local residents or 
businesses.

Plus 9:00-17:00 Live Chat support on demand



LAEP+ in action

1
PRIDE project - West Midlands

Strategic Innovation Fund 

project to explore LAEP+ and 

governance structure to 

support regional energy 

strategic planning. 

2
Mission Net Zero - Bristol

Net Zero Living project, part of 

which is taking a portfolio 

approach to exploring 

investment opportunities for 

solar PV and storage on public-

owned commercial buildings

3
Winchester LAEP and CLEP

Funded by SSEN and exploring 

the use of LAEP+ to produce a 

Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP) 

and Community Led Energy 

Plan (CLEP).



PRIDE

PRIDE key focuses:

● Facilitating data sharing between LAs 

and networks

● ‘Bottom-up’ style approach to energy 

planning - aggregating 

projects/plans/scenarios to create 

‘patchwork quilt’ regional energy plan



PRIDE



PRIDE

PRIDE data layers to support local energy planning:

● Mapping industrial buildings and clusters

● NESTA heat network suitability by LSOA



Mission Net Zero Mission Net Zero baseline studies:

Used LAEP+ to create hyperlocal 

baseline studies for wards across 

Bristol. Studies used to engage 

communities about energy and net 

zero options in local neighbourhoods



Mission Net Zero

Mission Net Zero portfolio 

approach to planning:

Used LAEP+ and council-

owned data to explore 

opportunities for solar PV and 

storage on council-owned 

commercial buildings. Goal is 

to package as portfolio of 

investment opportunities 

rather than building-by-

building approach.



Winchester LAEP and CLEP
Winchester LAEP baseline

LAEP+ used to create full baseline study for 

Winchester ahead of LAEP scenarios development. 

Stages 1-3 LAEP process.



Winchester LAEP and CLEP
Winchester CLEP

LAEP+ supporting the development of Community 

Led Energy Planning - creating a baseline and plan for 

energy development within a single substation area



Winchester LAEP and CLEP
Winchester CLEP

Exploring building-level net zero opportunities 

within the same primary substation area



www.advanced-infrastructure.co.uk

mollie.atherton@advanced-infrastructure.co.uk



AI, Data and Digital for Net Zero

cero.earth
Climate Programme Management System

for Local Authorities

Alejandro Navarro – Director of Technology

















www.iuk.ktn-uk.org

Q&A 



Upcoming Events

Meet the Innovator Webinar Series:
➢ Heat Pumps – 2nd March 10-11 AM 

➢ Carbon capture, usage and storage– 16th March 2-3 PM

Net Zero Living Programme Showcase: 
➢ Manchester, 5th March, 9:30-16:30.
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